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What Can Be Done to Improve Stability and Safety?

FISHING VESSEL SAFETY AND 
DESIGN



Commercial Fishing Industry Vessel Safety Act of 1988

46 C.F.R. Part 28 - Fall 1991

46 C.F.R. Part 28 subpart B - applies to ALL commercial fishing vessels

Focus:  emergency response

Lifesaving (46 C.F.R. § 28.105)

Life preservers and flotation devices (46 C.F.R. § 28.110)

Survival craft (46 C.F.R. § 28.120)

Distress signals (46 C.F.R. § 28.145)

EPIRBS (46 C.F.R. § 28.150)

Firefighting equipment (46 C.F.R. § 28.160)



Commercial Fishing Industry Vessel Safety Act of 1988

46 C.F.R. Subparts C, D, E, F and G

comprehensive minimum design, engineering, equipment and operation standards

Subpart E  - minimum stability requirements

apply only to certain types or classes of vessels, primarily larger and “newer” vessels:

• vessels that were built or have undergone a “major conversion” on or after September 15, 1991; 

• vessels with large crews (more than 16 individuals on board); or 

• vessels that are classified as fish processing vessels or fish tender vessels with 

DO NOT APPLY TO:  commercial “uninspected” fishing vessels

• smaller vessels  

• built or major conversion before September 15, 1991 



Commercial Fishing Industry Vessel Safety Act of 1988

46 C.F.R. Subpart E - Stability

Applies only to:

• Fishing vessels 79 feet or more in length;

• Keel laid or major conversion started on or after September 15, 
1991; or 

• “Substantially altered” on or after September 15, 1991.



1992 - Coast Guard Adopts “dock side examination procedures”

“Uninspected” vessels only examined for compliance with 46 C.F.R. Subpart B









Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2010

Mandatory dockside examinations (review of documents and safety 
equipment)  and training for vessel operators

Directed Coast Guard to adopt an Alternative Safety Compliance Program 
(“ASCP”) that would apply to vessels:   (1) at least 50 feet in length; (2) built 
before July 1, 2012 (later amended to July 1, 2013); and (3) are 25 years and 
older

Develop ASCP  by January 1, 2017

Implement ASCP by January 1, 2020



June 21, 2016 - Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

81 Fed. Reg. 40,438 

Suspended by Executive Orders in 2017 













Thank You!


